Hierarchical information system for the cost analysis of clinical laboratory tests.
A microcomputer-based information system that integrates the concepts of text processing, data base processing, and data base analysis has been designed for cost evaluation in our laboratories. This forms a flexible package that is directed by the needs of the user. The package, which has been used to calculate various cost parameters and productivity on the basis of comprehensive data and user-defined rules, serves as a tool for good financial management at various organizational levels in the clinical laboratory.